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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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REQUEST FOR RECONSmERATION 


SIR: 


Responsive to the office action of August 2, 2004, reconsideratioa of the rejections 

therein is requested for the reasons following. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-10 stand rqected as being unpatentable over Schaefer DE 2800630 

in view of Bauer etal.U.S. 4,949^1. 

Hie examiner's discussion of Schaefer is rather limited. As in the first action, he 
simply refers to Figure 3 Aerein as disclosing "cylinder 1, rod 2, piston 8, conical valve body 11. 
spring 10, axially adjusted stop beneath the conical valve body threaded onto the piston". 
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contrary to the above stateOK^t, the valvebody 11 is not 
Rather, the valve bodyUi3 fixed OB the end of pistonrod 2. arHi the pistoaSi^ 
the valve body 1 1 by spring 10. in the position show in Figuxe 3, the pistol 5 
shoulder on the piston tod 2. but clearly is not fixed to 4e piston rod. or the valve body 1 1 would 
not be movable relative to the piston 5 to close the anmalar gap between conical surfaces 11 and 12. 

In operation, the spring 10 is compressed and the piston 5 moves toward the valve 
body 11 to close the annular gap in dependence on the speed of the piston rod 2 as it moves 
outward. When the annular sap is closed and the maxinium damping force is «^ 
loadai baU valve 16 opens to permit damping fluid to flow firom working space 6 through cross- 
bore 1 8 and ttnough the axial bore 1 7 to flic workmg space 7. 

Applicant's invention as redted in claim 1 is completely diferent The piston 7 is 
fixed to the piston lod 5, and the valve body 29 is loaded away from the piston 7 by spring 29. As 
the piston rod 5 moves outward, the ^ 31 between the conical surfeoe 33 and the valve seat 
remains open, as the fluid moves thiou^ passage 27 and around the valve body 29, It is wh«i the 
piston rod moves Jdj^ as shown in Figure 2. that the valve body moves toward the piston to 
close the gap and top movement of the piston rod niere i s no relief vahre. it being the obj ect of the 
inventiontostoptheinwardtravelofthepistoniod. As iUustrated in Figure 3. this action is useM 

to stop forward travel of a seat frame when a pre^etennined sp eed is exceeded. 

TtaK, it can be seen that the stnjctuie and operation of the viTwation danq)« of 

Scbaefer is very different from the struct«e and operation of the pistxm-cylinder assembly of the 

present invention as disclosed and claimed. 

Bauer et aL is only dted for teaching a valve making Unear contact with a seat, and 
adds nothing to Scbaefer toward meeting appUcantfs claim limitations as discussed above. It is 
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cited •SBiBt Iho remaiiliBg clahm at the present time. 

He etom being defimte mi patenlable over fte .rt of miort, wiUitowal of the 
rejections and eerlyaUo«3nc«e«.li=it«l. If .nyo.ieetioBSte.n»n. a caU to tb. undersigned « 

requested. 

It is beUeved that do fees or charges are required at this time in connection wilii the 
present appHcation; however, if any fees or cliaises are required at ibis time. ft»y may be charged to 
our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 03-2412. 

Respeetfiilly submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI. LffiBERMAN & PAVANE 


F. Brice Faller 
Reg. No. 29,532 
551 Fifflx Avenue, Suite 1210 
New York, New Yoik 10176 
(212)687-2770 


Dated: November 2, 2004 
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